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A Winter Wonderland!

Dear Parents,
It definitely has been a winter

wonderland at Little University the past
three months!  Although we say it
frequently, your children have been
growing and developing by leaps and
bounds!  In the developmental update
you’ll learn who’s walking and who’s
talking, as well as other great activities
your children have been engaging in.

To help your children continue to
develop and achieve new skills, we have
chosen a new curriculum to guide our
activities.  Look on the parent information
board for a weekly activity calendar!

We celebrated many events this
past month or two including three 1st

birthday’s, and Anna’s 6 month
anniversary with Little U.  I know you will
all agree with me when I say Anna is an
integral part of the high quality program
we have.  Her warmth, enthusiasm, and
professionalism are evident
each day.

As we prepare for the
new year, we wanted to take a
look back at 1999 and
remember the fun moments
we’ve had together!  The last
article in this issue is a photo
review of your children
engaging in all sorts of
wonderful activities with their

friends at Little University.  It is easy to
forget how much the children have
changed in a relatively short time.  We
hope you enjoy the last newsletter of
1999!

Happy New Year!

Tricia Wymore,
Kathy Futral,
Anna Keasey
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   KOBE AND DIVYA TAKE A “MILK BREAK”
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Infant Development Update
We can’t imagine a single month going by
without some interesting new
developmental milestones being
accomplished.  The last three months are
definitely not an exception!

AC took his first steps in December just in
time for his 1st birthday on December 12th!
AC can now be seen walking around the
room with his older friends!

BJ has quite an impressive German and
English vocabulary and he has also
begun to combine many words! Some of
our favorite moments this past month
were when BJ finally got to try the new
vacuum and he excitedly yelled over to
his friend, “NK – vacuuming!”, and when
he yelled out, “Foopie – come here!”

CG is officially walking and his latest
accomplishment is going down the slide
all by himself! CG is also becoming very
affectionate toward his friends and can
usually be seen giving them hugs as they
arrive each morning!  CG celebrated his
1st birthday on November 28th.  Happy
Birthday, CG!

DK is now joining our group five days a
week! D’s vocabulary is growing each day
and her mom recently estimated that she
knows between forty and fifty words!
Some of D’s favorite words around school
are “No-No”, “Alligator”, and “Baby”.  DK
can also use the signs for more and
open.

EP has started to talk!  In just a few short
weeks his vocabulary blossomed and he
now says many different words including
(but definitely not limited to) kitty, pillow,
and bye! EP also likes to try on the wigs
and costumes in the pretend area!
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ES has been growing and growing!
Many of you have commented on
how tall ES looks, but that’s not all!
E’s vocabulary is expanding daily as
well as her vast understanding of her
world.  Her most amusing activity
lately is standing on top of the table
or rocking chair and yelling.
“Danger!”  She is pictured here trying
on N’s hat!

JF has begun to talk and also imitate
the motions we do during our songs!
He especially likes the song “Clap
your hands” and will anticipate the
fast clapping section!

KC has had a great couple of months
filled with more and more words!  KC also
enjoys song time and can imitate the
motions for several of the songs we sing.
Among his favorites are “The itsy, bitsy
spider” and “Little red caboose”.

 NK has begun to pretend with his dolls
and stuffed animals.  He will often try to
feed them his milk. In this photo, NK is
reading to the doll he had been pushing
very carefully around the room.



QC took his first steps in mid-
November! He now walks anywhere
he wants to go with ease.  He has
also mastered going down the slide
safely by himself!  QC celebrated
his 1st birthday on January 3rd.
Happy Birthday, QC!

WM is a very bright and busy boy.
He recently began talking and can
say several words including kitty
and school! WM can also identify
several animals and can make their
corresponding sounds.  Our favorite
animal sound from WM is “Baaah”
for sheep!

BJ is 7 months old now and she has
grown so much since her first week
at Little University!  BJ can now
support her head with ease and she
enjoys spending time in our
excersaucer.

BJ can also roll over with ease, and
can sit for a long period of time
without tipping!  In this picture, BJ had
played so much that she fell right to
sleep standing up!

Fundraiser
Thanks to all the parents (and staff!)
who participated in the 1999 Human-
I-tees fundraiser for Little University!
Everyone’s efforts helped to raise
$220 for us to spend on supplies.
Congratulations to CG (C’s mom) who
was the top seller this year!  Although
we did not raise enough money to
purchase the four-seat stroller, we will
have plenty of uses for the money!
We plan to spend the majority of the
proceeds on supplies for our new
curriculum.  We will display the items
when they arrive for everyone to see!

Happy Anniversary!
NK and EP have been regularly
attending Little University for one
year!
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Last Year:

  
    EP(9 mos.)               NK(8 mos.)

Last Month:

EP (22 mos.), NK (20 mos.)

EP and NK both started attending Little
University when they were about 8
months old.  Over the past year we have
watched them start walking, running,
and talking.  We have seen both of them
transition into toddlerhood and it has
been an amazing transformation!  We
look forward to another exciting year of
development!

Our New Curriculum
In December, we began using a
formalized curriculum to help guide our
daily activities with the children.  We are
currently using the Addison-Wesley
Active Learning Series.  This series
divides activities into four major

categories: listening and talking,
physical development, creativity, and
learning from the world.  Each day we
plan one activity from each category.
You can view the weekly plan on the
parent information board next to the coat
racks.

Phone numbers to
remember:
Little University:  (503) 642-5113

Little University Pager: (503) 909-6107

Vacation Schedule for 2000
Little University will be closed on the
following dates:

All federal holidays

Tuition will be collected if it is your
child’s regularly scheduled care day.

Little University will also be closed on
the following dates:

3/21/00

4/18/00

4/20/00

4/21/00

10/9/00

4/26/00

4/27/00

6/9/00

8/10/00
Tuition will not be collected for these
days.  If a substitute can be arranged,
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these dates may be available, and
regular tuition will be due.  I will give at
least 3 weeks notice prior to each date,
informing you whether or not Little
University will be closed.

Little University T-shirts
T-shirts with the Little University logo are
available for purchase!  Children receive
one T-shirt with their paid registration.  If
you would like an additional T-shirt, or a
larger size, you can purchase one for
$7.00 (newborn through 36 mos.).  Adult
T-shirts are available for $14.00 (S – XL).

Schedule Changes
Starting January 3rd, Little University will
be running at capacity each day of the
week.  In the past, some days had
openings and many of you were able to
bring your child for an extra day.  For the
time being, this will no longer be
possible.  It will be very important for
each family to call me if their child will not
be attending on a given day for any
reason.  Please make an effort to notify
me as soon as possible.

In general, if you know your child is going
to arrive an hour or more later than their
usual time, please give us a call.
Sometimes we postpone snacks or lunch
hoping a late child will arrive, only to
have the child not show up for quite
some time.

Thanks to all the parents who have made
an effort in the past to do this!  Keep up
the good work!

A Year in Review
Every day at Little University is full of
activity and adventure.  While we try to
include comments on your child’s daily
report, we don’t always get a chance to
write everything!  And as quickly as your
children move, we could fill a notebook
each day.  Some of you may have also
noticed that when you arrive in the
evening to pick up your child, a strange
transformation occurs.  Your child may
run to you for a huge hug, or he may run
away and get very excited knocking over
everything in his path.  In general, the
children are so excited to see you, they
stop what they are doing.  This makes it
very difficult for you to see your child
engaged in activities with their friends.  In
the next few pages you will see pictures
of your children engaged in some great
activities either alone or with their friends
and teachers.  I hope you enjoy this mini-
album of your wonderful children!

Dressing up
Kathy Futral recently donated a great
bunch of dress-up clothing for the
children to use!  Every once in a while
the children will go to the bin and start to
put on the clothing.  Usually we help
them, but some of the children can now
dress themselves!

  
One favorite activity the older children
have been engaging in lately, is getting
dressed up and saying, “Bye!” and
walking in to the other room.
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Believe it or not, NK did request to dress-
up (including the wig) and he proceeded
to vacuum!

Sometimes we like to have a bit of fun
dressing up the chidren too!  Here, Anna
put BJ into a pink tutu.  BJ seemed to
enjoy it and she giggled and waved her
arms excitedly.

(Pictured Omitted)

Cleaning
The children enojy doing things that they
see their parents and teachers doing.
Most of you have seen the popularity of
our little dirt devil play vacuum.  The
children also like to help wipe off the
table after messy activities!

Eating
One unique aspect of group care is the
social activities that occur between the
children.  Eating is a fairly important and
central role during our day.  Currently, all
of the children sit in their individual high
chairs on the floor arranged in a circle.
Often, the children “talk” to each other, or
shake their heads vigorously while
laughing.

Music
Music is a very big part of our day at
Little University. We listen to a wide
variety of music, we play with sound
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producing objects, we sing songs often,
and we even have guitar time with Kathy.

   

Dancing
Whenever a very fast paced song plays,
we love to dance around the room!  We
like to use the pinwheels and pompoms
as shakers while we dance. The kids also
dance around in a circle following a
leader.  We also like to dance ring
around the rosie.  The kids really love to
“fall down!”

Milk Break
At different times during the day, the
children take a break and have a cup of
milk or a bottle. Now that most everyone
is walking, we have a rule that the
children must sit while having their cups.

They can choose where to sit. And
everyone has their own favorit spot!

  

Coloring
Coloring is a favorite activity of almost all
of the children at Little U!  Most often, we
tape a large piece of paper to the picnic
table and let the children color
everywhere.  More recently, the children
have been coloring in their own “scribble
books”.

Peeking
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Tunnel

Watching the garbage truck

On Wednesdays, the garbage truck pulls
up and takes away all of our garbage!

The kids love to see the truck, and they
line up at the window while we say,
“Goodbye dirty diapers!”

Then and Now!This section features
pictures of the children around the time

they first started attending Little University
next to the most recent pictures taken of
them!

     
EP

      
 NK

     
CG

     
 ES

     
KC
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DK

     
BJ

     
JF

     
AC

     
WM

     
QC


